
Sept 2009 Newsletter.

Ralph Dresser,  rdresser@texas.net

Gene, to the best of my knowledge, Agent Orange was never sprayed BY Ranch Hand anywhere in the CONUS. Ranch training thru 1965 was done at Langley using ONLY Malathion--an insecticide for skitter/bug control which was done over populated areas and military bases. This training was then moved to Hurlburt. C-123 training at Hurlburt before this was purely for the trash hauler's with future Ranch crews (pilots only) selected at Hurlburt then sent TDY to Langley before going to RVN. Some testing was done at Eglin range on the spray equipment over this time. 

For accurate info on this see a new book out  by Alvin L. Young "The History,Use, Disposition and Environmental Fate of Agent Orange" by Springer Publisher. A word of caution on health concerns. A 20 year study called the "USAF Health Study" done by the best civilian research clinic in the US using about 950 Ranch Hands in a double blind study with about 2000 C-130 types having NO exposure to herbicide Orange found NO direct relation to illness' due to exposure. About 90% of Ranch crews (ground and air) are alive an living productively. The decision to award benefits by the VA was a  POLITICAL DECISION, NOT A MEDICAL OR SCIENTIFIC ONE.  Ralph Dresser, Ranch Hand 1965-66 

Ralph, Do you have any info on this and can you help Ron?

Ron Schott, RonD1120@aol.com 

Question regarding Agent Orange use on Eglin complex

I have been diagnosed with prostate cancer. My VA physician suggested 

I pursue a disability claim investigation based on possible AO exposure.

The USAF has admitted using defoliants on the Eglin complex. I was 

stationed at Hurlburt Field, Eglin AF Aux #9 Jun 61 - Apr 65.

Operation Ranch Hand C-123's were part of the Air Commando Special 

Operations at Hurlburt and other auxiliary fields at Eglin. As a air 

traffic controller, I worked those aircraft spraying for mosquitoes 

directly over Hurlburt. As a charter member of the Commando Sport 

Parachute Club I participated in parachuting activity at Fields #1, #2 

and #7 and on Range 51. I think I have those numbers correct.

I recently met a USA vet who was awarded VA disability from AO 

exposure at Fort Detrick MD. My question, has anyone been awarded compensation for the Eglin AFB exposure? Thanks for the help.  Ron Schott, ACA L 1869, CCA LM 881 Tel813.737.1235

RonD1120@aol.com 

Bill Palank, one of the famous T-28 drivers, is still flying at the age of 84.  I talked to him and he was wondering why he was a put in as a famous T-28 driver for the AF Magazine article on the T-28 Trojan.  He came into Jungle Jim in Jan 1962 as a very experienced B-26 driver (flew them in Korea) but the leadership put him flying T-28 and later went to Det 2A, Vietnam with me in 1962.  He flew many combat mission in the T-28 against the VC.  He returned later to fly A-1E and led the attack on LS-85.  Dick Secord’s book “Honored and Betrayed” mention Bill’s flight of A-1E attacking the enemy on LS-85 and the excellent job they did.    He has a T-6 he flies locally and in air shows in Northern California.

Gene Mc Cutchan, llkvfly@yahoo.com on Paul Windle an original Air Commando

Gene, Paul was working for me when he was KIA.  I was the ALO for the Airborne Brigade.  Just a little background.  I did not get to know Paul too well as was the case with most of my FACs.  The Airborne Brigade was the ready reserve force used mainly when other ARVN units got in to trouble and would be sent in to reinforce the situation.  We operated in all of Viet Nam in fact I had operations in all 4 Corps 
areas at the same time.

Because of Paul's background, I am sure, he got minimum checkout from me and was put to work almost immediately.

A TACP was sent with each Airborne Operation, consisting of at minimum, a FAC, ROMAD, airplane, MRC 107 and crew chief.  Most of the time the FACs operated out of remote small airstrips frequently used by Army choppers only.  On operations the FAC was completely on his own.  He had no one to turn to in most combat situations and had to use his experience and training to handle them.  Paul was on such a remote operation in Cheo Reo.

As I remember in Paul's operation his Airborne Unit came under heavy attack.  Now I also know that many flying operations are rife with with danger and I don't intend to put them down, but to me TIC or troops in contact missions have  a special dimension. It is, does the FAC increase his personal danger to reduce the danger to the troops on the ground by providing them sometimes very close CAS. The troops on the ground under attack are those you are responsible to help.  Even if Vietnamese, they have with them a cadre of American advisors.  All of these folks you will meet back in Post after the operation is over.  It boils down to , in many cases, unless you get them proper CAS they will be overrun or suffer severe casualties. In  many cases, as in Paul's, the exact layout of friendly and foe was fuzzy.  The only way to sort it out is to get down low and look. To do it right sometimes one has to lay it on the line. This of course places ones self in risk commensurate with the lowness and number of passes needed to get it straight.  Paul was a third tour guy and determined he needed another pass. a third one, to get it straight  which he made and met fatal ground fire.

As I remember, the plane did not crash in flame and a fire fight occurred between the VC and Airborne to get possession of the plane. It was during the fire fight that the fire started.  It was on the third day before the bodies could be recovered and I unzipped the body bag and made an identification of a horribly burned body.

Yes Paul laid it on the line for the Airborne and for the ad visors and paid for it with his life.  I handled his personal effects.
Gene Mc Cutchan, Red Marker 62-63,64-67

MG Carl Schneider visited the Chino Planes of Fame  with me to see the Air Commando display at the museum as well as see the new facilities at the end of July.  Carl was a Major and a fighter pilot when he was   in Vietnam in 1962 and had visited Det 2A.  He was the initial cadre to organize and setup Forward Air Controllers (FACs).  He is familiar with many of our Air Commandos and he has talked at the Planes of Fame when they had Air Commando days.  He was telling me about his introduction to fighters.  When he graduated from pilot training they had just got P-80s and the way they choose people at that time was to line them up and the shortest went to the P-80 since the cockpit was quite small.   Since he was 6ft 2 inches he was being assigned  to B-25 training.  He was so mad about that he went to see the commander and told him that he wanted fighters since that was always his dream and if he didn't get it he would resign.  The commander wasn't too happy about this young brash Lt and he assigned him to the P-80.  He said he was cramped in flying it but that was his dream and he spent 1000 hours in it.  In Korea he flew P-80 and F-84s and he got two probables.  As we walked into the P-38 hangar at POF he pointed out that  the nose of the P-38 was used on the P-80.  He was an exchange officer with the Marines and they wanted him to fly the Corsair and he hadn't flew the P-51 for some time and it long a long nose like the Corsair and he was assigned to another aircraft.  In his career he was in the training unit for President Bush and his comments were that he was an excellent pilot who wanted to go to Vietnam.  He was one of the invited USAF guests who was invited to the White House to  dine with the President for an AF night out for training the President to fly.  He also said that when Gen Lemay was bombing Japan with the B-29 that he stripped the bomber of guns and all that was not necessary.  They took broom handles and painted them black and put them in the rear gun platform to fool the enemy.  He has previously been close with Joe Foss and is currently involved with youth in Arizona to get them interested in the AF and to help them in life.  He is going to give a talk on A/B-26 to a group in AZ and I am providing him with information.

Peter Kessler,   udorn02@embarqmail.com,  http://www.moaa.org/Magazine/March2005/history.asp
Chief Master Sgt. Harold Mullins, Spooky KIA June 1966,  Bracelet Returned to family.  A very touching story.

For almost 20 years, Master Sgt. Sheila Couzins, USAF, wore the bracelet of a fallen airman, determined to keep his memory alive. Now that the remains of Chief Master Sgt. Harold Mullins finally have been buried, Couzins has returned his POW/MIA bracelet to his family.
Couzins, an intelligence analyst in the 445th Operations Support Squadron, purchased a red aluminum bracelet in 1985 at Sheppard AFB, Texas, while attending school there. She chose the bracelet because Mullins was from Denver and her father had retired from the Air Force at Lowry AFB, Colo.

Mullins, a flight engineer assigned to the 4th Air Commando Squadron at Ubon Air Base, Thailand, was aboard an AC-47 Spooky gunship when it disappeared on an armed reconnaissance mission over Laos in June 1966. The wreckage of Mullins’ aircraft was discovered in 1994, and the remains of all six crewmembers eventually were identified. They were buried at Arlington National Cemetery Nov. 5, 2004, with full military honors.

“Wearing the bracelet started so many conversations,” Couzins said. “It represented that eventually everyone would be brought home again.” 

Though the original bracelet broke nearly 10 years after Couzins started wearing it, she continued to carry it in her flight gear. In 1994, her husband presented her with a silver replica. Couzins sent the bracelet to Mullins’ family after learning his remains had been found.  Sincerely, Pete

GENE ADCOCK , gene.adcock@embarqmail.com, (Ak), (352) 391-1269  Cell (352)255-8156
1027 Isle of Palms Path, The Villages, FL 32162
A history of the CCT is being published.  Click below to order your copy of The Eye of the Storm - A Combat Control Team History
http://combatcontrolteam.embarqspace.com/#/cct-the-eye-of-the-storm/4533879552
Click below to see 2008 Combat Control School Grand Opening Photos: 
http://www.sgtmacsbar.com/CCTPhotos/Gallery50/Gallery50.html
Here is an update on CCT @ The Eye of the Storm - A history of CCT from 1944 through 2008.
· The book is completed and has gone to the O'More College Publishing Department for final formatting, then on to production.

· Delivery projected for September 2009.

· Hard-cover, 8.5" x 11", 450 pages with scores of photos.

· FORWARD by General Bob Patterson.

· EPILOGUE by Dr. Roche, 20th SECAF.

· Preproduction sales has passed 500 books.

· 2009 Scheduled Book Signings: 

· ******ATA Convention (Nashville).

· ****** CCA Reunion (FWB).

· http://combatcontrolteam.embarqspace.com/#/cct-the-eye-of-the-storm/4533879552
Jay  Norton, nimrodj@earthlink.net, Getting your tail shot off.

 I flew the Caribou on my first tour in SEA just before going to A-26's at NKP.  Another photo of this C-7 was printed in the Stars & Stripes.  This Caribou was not from my Squadron but the Loadmaster on board was a Msgt and an ex-C-124 Loadmaster and part of my "crew" during our check out at Ft Benning, GA.  The 105's were just off the end of the runway.  Their standard procedure was to set up the 105 according to the coordinates they were receiving from the field.  Then one of the gun crew would look at the sky to make sure no helicopters or fixed wing were in the vicinity.  They followed procedure, then got a last minute course correction from the field, put in the correction but did not re-do the visual check before firing.  The Caribou in the meantime was overhead on downwind and performing a ground fire avoidance pattern where you would pull the throttles back to idle and do a fast 180 degree decent to the runway.  Consequently they did not make a lot of noise.  The Caribou was in this maneuver during the above described 105 procedure and consequently was not in view on the original visual check but was crossing the end of the runway when the artillery fired.  The shell, which did not even go far enough to arm, went right in the left rear cargo door thereby tearing off the whole empennage.  All three crewmen died.

It's a wonder we didn't lose more aircraft this way because it didn't matter what the ceiling was, they still fired.  We had all the frequencies of the fire bases that we overflew but half the time either the frequencies were wrong or they just didn't answer.  Many was the time you'd be flying along and the ground below you would erupt with artillery explosions.  All one had to do was be in the wrong place at the wrong time.  The 105 crew didn't follow the checklist.

I never heard of this happening to any other bird.  Somewhere in my archives I have the date and location of the incident.

Any Time Any Place, jay Norton

[image: image1.jpg]C-7 after its tail was shot off by 105 Ha Thahn






David Kowalski, the2skies@att.net

 "Escape To U-Tapao"   

         I read an article "ESCAPE TO U-TAPAO"  in the C-7A  Caribou Association April News Letter.  I was part of a group that flew 5 C-7A's out of  U-Tapao in July 1975, my aircraft was 63-9755.   I've researched a complete history of 755 since gear up out of U-Tapao to its final resting place.  If you have any info on these C-7's from 1973-1975 please let me know.  Especially any details of the months before we picked them up.   I often wondered the story behind why we flew these A/C  for over  13,000 miles, 94.3 flying HR. and 34 days from U-Tapao to Dothan AL,  without  AFTO 781 or any  maintenance records.    My hat is off to you for the hard and critical decisions you made saving our aircraft from the Communists .  Thanks alot,      CMSGT   David A. Kowalski (RET.)  TEL.   334-514-0804

From: ray merritt [mailto:pilotrlm@gmail.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2009 4:25 PM

Subject: Fwd: Fw: Aviation cliches

Billy Ray Wilson,  brwilson04@windstream. Denial of Disability Rating and Compensation

Dear Sir:

Saturday, July 18, 2009, I received a letter from the Louisville, Kentucky Department of Veterans Affairs Regional Office denying my claim for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease due to asbestos exposure and or toxin such as Agent Orange.  Also, denied was my claim for Diabetes mellitus type II to include as secondary to Agent Orange exposure associated with herbicide exposure.

The letter confirmed I was receiving medical care and medications for the diseases identified but added (paraphrasing) we have no record you were in Vietnam subject to Agent Orange exposure.

I immediately dispatched a Notice of Disagreement letter to the regional office plus I wrote President Obama, Senator Mitch McConnell, verbally contacted Congressman Harold Roger's military assistant and spoke to a staff member of the House Veterans Affairs Committee regarding the denial.

Lacking 12 days, a year elapsed prior to the denial letter.  In response to the regional office's request for documents, I wrote the Defense Intelligence Agency, the Central Intelligence Agency, the U.S. State Department, the National Archives, the Air Commando Association and other individuals/agencies to acquire data; then the one sentence denial came.

As you and I know, had it not been for the combined actions of the agencies of the United States Government in Laos, there would have been thousands of additional Americans killed and wounded in South Vietnam which would have led to the downfall of the South Vietnam government prior to 1975.

I'm sure many of us from Project 404, 56th SOW, and other agencies are proud of what we accomplished in Laos.  Other than a back, neck and left knee injury I came hope without being shot but exposure to whatever agencies used in Laos my health is deteroriating and illness from said exposure will be responsible for my death.

It is time, the Air Force Chief of Staff and the Joint Services Chief's standup to the President of the United States and Congress and say no to undeclared wars.  The U.S. Constitution is the source of their denial.

With respect.

Billy Ray Wilson

209 Autumn Drive

London, KY 40744-7071

(606) 862-2847

Can anyone help Billy Wilson

Joe Kittinger, ACOLJOEADV@aol.com 
Secret Program Works to Field SEAL Plane –is this a Navy takeoff of 1961 Jungle Jim?

In a move that harkens back to the days of recycled World War II torpedo bombers sheep-dipped as close air support planes, the Navy intends to field a limited number of turbo-prop attack planes outfitted with the most modern surveillance, tracking and weapons systems to help special ops forces keep track of bad guys and, in a pinch, put warheads on foreheads.
 
Call it an A-1 Skyraider on steroids – a “Back to the Future”-resurrection of a kind of plane last seen pounding enemy positions with rockets, guns and bombs over Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos in the 1960s.
 
Code named “Imminent Fury,” the classified, year-long program has so far produced one fully-outfitted plane and is set to field four more to directly support SEALs and other operators on the battlefield in Afghanistan.
 
According to a source close to the program who declined to be named, the Navy has leased an EMB-314 Super Tucano for the job. Made by the Brazilian aerospace company Embraer, it is now being tested  on desert ranges in California and the service’s top test facility at Patuxent River Naval Air Station, Md. The Navy loaded it up with sensors and weapons systems that “would make an F-16 pilot blush,” the source said.
 
With top end electro-optical and infrared sensors, laser and GPS-guided bombs, rockets, twin .50 cal. machine guns, encrypted radios – and even the capability to tie in UAV surveillance feeds – the Super Tucano outfitted for the SEALs is a ground-pounder’s angel from above.
 
Military.com contacted the Navy for comment on this story, but despite a detailed public briefing on the program in March by a high-ranking program official, the service declined to elaborate on the program other than to say in a written statement: “Imminent Fury is a classified Navy initiative to address urgent warfighter needs. Initial developmental testing has been promising and the Navy is currently conducting discussions with our Joint partners on various courses of action as this initiative moves forward.”
 
Baltic Cruise.  Great trip but the stop in St Petersburg, Russia you get the feeling that they are still  in the Cold War.  The first day they had 3-5 cops on each corner on the main drag but I later learned they had the Russian  Orthodox Prelate was in town.  The building looks very depilated and dirty.  It was a very unfriendly city even for tourists.  It was great to have your hotel travel along with you visit the various Baltic countries.  Estonia was one f the better places with quite a history with German and Russian atrocities.    It is small and was very welcoming.

QU-22 at NKP

Does anybody on the net have any recollection of the QU-22s that were stationed at NKP?
Dick,

I graduated UPT in July 1969, and a few people were starting to get QU-22s for their assignments.  As word started leaking out of what the job involved (being in the cockpit of a drone for as long as 6-8 hours at a time, just waiting in case something went wrong and the pilot had to take over) the assignment quickly became very unpopular. None came to my class at Reese (70-01), but the other classes around us got some, and if I remember correctly, all went to the bottom graduates.  No one could even imagine such an assignment.

The real precursor to today's UAVs were the Lockheed D-21 and the Ryan Model 147 drones.  The D-21 was launched from an SR-71 and recovered by a specially-equipped C-130.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D-21_Tagboard  

The Model 147 flew many missions over North Vietnam and was launched and recovered by special DC-130s based at Bien Hoa.  Reportedly, many of the "kills" North Vietnamese Air Force pilots reported were of the non-maneuvering Model 147s making recce flight over Hanoi and Haiphong.    http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ryan_Model_147_Lightning_Bug

Regards, Gary Dikkers, "Mike 57"

	


 Rick Atchison,  ricka61@verizon.net
I remember QU-22s very well.  Had nothing but sympathy for the young pilots who flew them.  Yes, they were a Beech Debonair/Bonanza equipped with turbocharger. Unfortunately the engine had not been built to handle a turbocharger and this caused several catastrophic engine failures. The flight instruments could not keep up in turbulence and several of the loss of control incidents were caused a lousy instrument panel.  I really felt for the guys who flew them as you could watch them go to their aircraft with blankets,  jugs of water and coffee, and a lots of books when they flew.  They were controlled through the capabilities of Task Force Alpha and placed in orbits which allowed their avionics to relay information from the sensor strings to Task Force Alpha as part of the Igloo White System.  I remember one fellow who ended up north of Dong Hoi thinking he was still northwest of DaNang.  He flew over us with a 100mm going off behind him every 30 seconds or so. I believe we helped picked up three QU-22 pilots in my last six months. One at night using an Air America helio.  I remember one day in the pattern a QU-22 was on final behind a departing C-130.  The QU-22 entered the C-130s turbulence and rolled inverted. The QU-22 pilot quickly completed the roll and touched down in the grass between the runway and the taxiway. The QU-22 pilot was the Ops Officer, anyone else would have been killed. After SEA I went to Eglin and ran into several QU-22 R&D folks who told me that they flew pilotless QU-22 for several months with air traffic communications through repeaters onboard the aircraft. That worked until one of them got locked into a right hand turn over Orangeburg, GA, and would not respond to commands.  They had to fess up to the FAA and of course that ended the pilotless part in the US. The aircraft finally did respond and recovered at Duke Field.  I’m not sure that the QU-22 pilots ever got the recognition they deserved.  Hand out of the ice bucket. VR Rick Atchison
From what I've read, the cowling was modified to make room for a larger alternator and a reductio gear box was also added to the engine to slow the prop speed - noise reduction?

This website has lots of info on them.  http://www.nbook.com/qu-22/
__._,_.___

ED McMahon of Johnny Carson Fame  was a FAC in Korea

McMahon flew OE-1's (L-19A) with VMO-6 in Korea.  Captain McMahon arrived in March 1953 and flew his first mission the day after he arrived.  He flew observation, artillery spotting and FAC missions.  VMO-6 flew out of A-9 (Tonngo-ri) and by late 1952 had both OE-1's, HTL-4's and HO5S-1's.  On July 27, 1953 he was at the end of the runway ready to go on his 86th mission when the armistice was signed.  Although the war went on for another 12 hours his mission was cancelled due to weather.  He returned to the states in August 1953.

 Semper Fi, IGOR

Dan Decker, ddecker@hctc.net
My SR-71 story is about the 51st Composite Wing at Osan AB, Korea.  In 1980, Reagan was President, the North Koreans fired a missile at our SR-71 as it passed over their country, descending for a landing in Okinawa.  The missile didn’t have a snowball’s chance of hitting the Black Bird, but it got the attention of the crew.

President Reagan was incensed over the incident.  He sent a message to North Korea by whatever means they did such things with countries that we don’t recognize.  It said, paraphrasing, “You don’t fire at our unarmed aircraft flying in international air space.  We’re going to do it again (and gave them the day and time that the Black Bird would be passing over next) and if you fire at us again, we will destroy the site that fired on us and perhaps a few other sites as well.”

Well, the President then ordered us at Osan to load everything we were capable of carrying on our F-4E and OV-10 aircraft.  Our orders were to standby for a launch order from the President.  That was on a Friday night; the SR-71 was going to fly over on Sunday.

We loaded everything, including one F-4E that had no Fire Control Radar and was incapable of dropping munitions.  We had more pilots than aircraft, so the aircrews held a lottery for the honor of flying that bird.  They figured they could at least serve as a decoy and perhaps give other aircraft a better advantage by drawing away ground fire.  I was Maintenance Supervisor for the 51st that weekend.  It was my responsibility to ensure that all of our flyable aircraft got loaded and as many as possible of our non-flyable aircraft were repaired to fly that mission.  I had never and have never seen F-4s loaded for bear to that degree.  It becomes an awesome war machine when it’s carrying weapons on every station.  I wish I had had the sense to get a photo or two.  Bombs, missiles, rockets, guns (built in) on every aircraft.

I was proud to be a part of that effort.  I don’t recall ever seeing any special recon birds on the ramp during my year at Udorn.

The North Koreans may be crazy, but they aren’t stupid.  They didn’t fire on the SR-71 this time.  As far as I know, they’ve not fired on any of our reconnaissance flights again since.  

Dan Decker, TSgt, USAF Retired, 150 Karen Drive, Mt. Home, TX 78058, 830-866-3429
ddecker@hctc.net
Al Shinkle,  shinkle_al@hotmail.com
To: brwilson04@windstream.net; aircommando1@earthling.net
Subject: Billy Ray Wilson: Wed: 24 Jun 2009: Medical info re: Laos
Date: Wed, 24 Jun 2009 17:12:23 -0700

Billy Ray & Eugene:
 
Some months back I recall sending the two of you an email with some of my memories of service in Laos.  This is an update that may or may not be useful to you.
 
On 10 Mar 2009 the USAF corrected my AF Form 11 records to show that I did in fact serve our county during the Vietnam War on the ground in Laos.  Since 2004 I  have been drawing VA disability benefits for diabetes mellitus II as a result of being exposed to Agent Orange down south at Attopeu.  I also draw Combat Related Special Compensation (CRSC) for same.
 
On 10 Mar 2009 the Air Force Board for Correction of Members Records (AFPC) decided that I had been the victim of "an injustice" and that my service in Laos (13 Oct 64-10 Aug 66) should be added to my AF Form 11 to "correct" my records.  The case number is AFBCMR Docket No. BC-2005-01223-2.
 
If this will strenghten your claim for benefits, please use it.  If you want, I will repro a copy of the decision and post it to you.  Please give me an updated address if you want a copy.
 
Eugene:  Colonel Robert L. F. Tyrrell and his wife Cathy Tyrrell deserve a little special attention (in my opinion) at this year's Air Commando Reunion.  Ty was the US AIRA/Laos (first tour for him) when the first RTAF T-28 Firefly pilots began working under command and control of the USAF.  He was also the US AIRA when RLAF B/General Thao Ma took responsibility for the Royal Kingdom of Laos to authorize the USAF/USN/USMC to strike enemy targets on the Ho Chi Minh Trail and thus end strict attention to the Geneva Accords of 1962, and which began on 14 Oct 64 with a 12-plane attack on the enemy at Mu Gia Pass.
 
Ty turned ninety-one years of age last 09 Jun 2009.  Cathy, who accompanied Ty on both of this US AIRA tours in Laos, turned 89 on 05 May 2009.  Cathy reports that Ty is still hale and hearty and plays golf weekly near their home in Arizona.  She is not so fortunate as she is suffering greatly from the side effects of chemotherapy.
 
I am willing to work with you Eugene to get an article in the Air Commando Association Newsletter re: the Tyrrells. . . and to possibley have the ACA extend a special invitation to Ty (and Cathy?) to attend the last reunion of the ACA.  I feel certain that the Tyrrells would (or could) not accept the invitation. . . but the offer and recognition would probably be warmly appreciated by both Ty and Cathy.
 What say you?  Al Shinkle, L/Colonel, USAF (ret.), shinkle_al@hotmail.com
I will put this in the next ACA Newsletter

MV-22 Status

The officer noted, too, that most Marine Corps Osprey pilots are former helicopter pilots who trained to fly straight and level in a threat zone, using a variety of onboard defenses to thwart missiles, so need to train how to best maneuver the aircraft in a threat environment. Last month, Gen. James Conway, Marine Corps Commandant, told House defense appropriators that an MV-22 force is still on track to deploy this fall to Afghanistan, following three successful deployments to Iraq, where the Osprey "exceeded our expectations."

USAF Demographics 2009

How Goes the Force: According to the Air Force's just-released demographics snapshot that reports data as of June 30, the service has 328,763 active duty airmen, with 65,928 officers and 262,835 enlisted members. The service is still shy of its Fiscal 2010 end strength goal of 332,700 airmen by just over 3,900 personnel. That's improved since the last snapshot, released in April, which showed it about 6,500 short. Compared to the earlier data, the Air Force gender ratio has not changed; women still comprise about 19.6 percent of the force.

Shaun Williams , shaun.w@securityservicesasia.com 
Mr. Bonny E. Williams, TSgt (Ret.) AF Special Plans/Programs - Black Ops (HQ) Cold War 1956-76

I am a personal friend of Herbert Mason AFSOC. My dad is Mr. Bonny Emanuel Williams, TSgt (Ret.) USAF. My dad  was Air Force – Black Operations (Office of Special Plans and Programs Black Operations for Air Force Headquarters not so much with Air Force Special Operations Command my dad worked more so for JSOF/Joint Services High Command or US Army Special Operations Command from 1956-76 during the height of the Cold War) for 14 of the 20 years he served in the USAF I am looking for any Air Commandos Association members that worked with the Special Missions Group at Travis within the 60th MAW, 60th AB Group, or the 60th Supply Squadron  from June 1966 thru April 1969 and any of those who served with the 60th AB Group were attached to the 450 B SOG (DAF) and the 60th MAW that was attached to the 569 B SOG (DAF). This inquiry is related to trying to land US Department of VA combat related compensation and pension benefits and agent orange exposure. I need to talk to veterans of Travis Air Base (Special Missions) that know about the Department of Defense – Air Mobility Command, DCMA, Civil Reserve Air Fleet flights from Travis Air  Base on TDY to locations that may be still considered classified locations. I am also looking for former MAW/MAC Commander Col. Raymond Kelly and Major Jack E. Dugas from the years 1966-1969.

I am also looking for Air Commandos that served at Osan Air Base (PACAF) within the 314th Air Division and reported to the 6314th Support Wing/6314th HUMIT from April 1968 thru July 1969 as well as those who served from April 1969 thru July 1970.  I am sure some constituents served with the 33rd Air Rescue Group that worked with elements of ROK Army and ROK AF at Osan Air Base.

Shaun Williams, Associate Director, Security Services Asia Company, Ltd., Chief/Management Consulting Group-Americas, http://securityservicesasia.com, 425-283-6700, 808-478-1427 

New Space Jump May be attempted

Stuntman Steve Truglia is creating a suit that lets him safely jump from a platform in space.

OXFORD, England -- Steve Truglia is your typical bold and courageous movie stuntman and stunt coordinator who likes to jump out of airplanes. He spoke at Tuesday's TED Global about his latest stunt, the Space Jump, which if successful will have him step off a platform floating 22 miles above the earth. He has been perfecting the protective space suit he will wear, reducing its weight from 100 pounds to the current 15. Admirable. He still needs a sponsor to help him pay for it, in case anyone out there wants to help.

Jim Dunn, , mailto:grouchyjim@gmail.com , Membership Question

I am an old member who dropped out several years ago. I would like to be reinstated with a regular Life Membership.
 My Name is James Dunn and my membership number is or was #2596 is it still good or do I need to start with the membership application?  Jim
It is being worked now.

James E. Yarbrough, fr8rdog@gmail.com  
5th 9th

I was assigned to the 5th SOS, Tuy Hoa flying U-10s in 1969 until it was disbanded.  Then I was assigned to the 9th SOS and flew the 0-2B out of  Da Nang until Aug 1970.

Now, I’m searching for my unit patches, and an Air Commando hat with the ‘tab’ patch on the side.  I’ve looked at your Country Store and saw the firm bush hat.  It is not exactly like the hat I had in Vietnam.  Do you have any suggestions on where I may find one.  Regards, “Fast Eddie”, James E. Yarbrough

Al Wight,  at The Edge of Nowhere, mailto:aawight@peoplepc.com  , An interesting website

It will automatically send the message to your representatives in Washington.  Al
I just took action on this issue and thought you might find it interesting too.

Click on this URL to take action now
http://capwiz.com/conservativesforpatientsrights/utr/2/?a=13624501&i=94904887&c=

Salo Jari , Jari.Salo@vr.fi, Our ACA member in Finland  
This is an excellent VNAF web site http://www.vnafmamn.com/index.html 

T-28 Trojan,  July 2009 Air Force Magazine
The ACA assisted Walter Boyne putting together the article and listed some of our famous flyers: Bob Simpson, Heinie, Bob Gleason, Ben King, Bill Palank, Dick Secord, Pete Piotrowski and others.    There was some criticism on the article but it was fairly good.  Walter Boyne, the author of many of these items,  is now an ACA member.  The article is on the internet at; http://www.airforcemagazine.com/MagazineArchive/Magazine%20Documents/2009/July%202009/0709classics.pdf 
 

Bill Keeler,  mailto:bkeeler041@cox.net , Comments by Bill on AARP:  

The heck with the liberal AARP (American Association for Retired People). 
 I joined the new AARP.  Here's my new card...Armed and Really Pissed off  -- takeoff of the movie about ther Hmong with

 

	Jari Salo,  mailto:jarisalo@netikka.fi  
Raven FAC clips can be found at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oa1Al_NPnIg&feature=related.  Got this all the way from Finbland.
B-36 Peacekeeper Bomber flown by our editor Jim Booney  The B-36 Peacemaker Bomber was - an awesome aircraft.  It was rolledout recently as it is being restored  the B-36 restored  at the Pima Air and Space Museum in Tucson.  The B-36 was acquired from Ft. Worth and took nearly 4 years to restore.  The props are missing from the outboard engines to clear the other display aircraft when moving the B-36 to its display location.  Same for the jet engine pods (6 rear-facing recips and 4 jets - 6 turning and 4 burning).  Ever in Tucson, come on out and vists with us.
Donald Konen, dkonen20@bellsouth.net
Served with 1ST ACS at NKP Jan.1968- July 1968.


Junior Skinner, juncherski@embarqmail.com, Web Spookyac47gunship.com, Florida
I am looking for any personel that worked on the ac47 Gunship "Spooky" also known as "Puff The Magic Dragon"
We'll put this in the next ACA Newsletter.      


 Don Papp, dynod47@hotmail.com, lorain,ohio
served with the 5th acs from aug.67 thru aug.68, ACA Member     #3927


 
Don Harp, smsdharp@aol.com, Tucson AZ
Hi everyone, I would like to bring to your attention a new site to check out, it is dedicated to the T-28 Trojan that many of us are familiar with. Please go to this link http://www.t28trojanfoundation.com/index.html and check it out, donate stories, pictures etc if you like. We need credible sites to record and preserve our efforts for people to see many years from now.  ACA Member       3658
We'll put this in the next ACA Newsletter.

 
Maj. R. J. Foxx, echo3547@gmail.com, Delaware
I am doing research on Archibald E. Campbell; a WWII era C-47 pilot known to have flown in the Pacific and African theaters. He is also connected to the early Civil Air Patrol (CAP). Any leads would be greatly appreciated. Thanks
We'll put this in the next ACA Newsletter.

 Rance Jurevwicz, Capt., USA, Ret, admin@veteranprograms.com, U.S. Veteran Compensation Programs
Homepage URL: http://www.veteranprograms.com
 Good thing we have the Internet to disseminate much needed information to the veteran family. Websites like this one help spread the word. Websites like ours helps too. Information such as newest presumptive disabilities, veteran-friendly VSOs, and other sources free to veterans can be found at http://www.veteranprograms.com
I wil put this in the ACA Newsletter.


[image: image2]
 Junior Skinner, juncherski@embarqmail.com, Spookyac47gunship.com, Florida
I am looking for any personel that worked on the ac47 Gunship "Spooky" also known as "Puff The Magic Dragon"
I wil put this in the ACA Newsletter to get responses.

Timothy Stinson,  mailto:stinsont@us.ibm.com, Joe Fanning MIA 12/13/1968, 
My name is Tim Stinson and I am married to Joe Fanning daughter Jackie. As you may or may not know Joe went missing in action in Vietnam on December 13, 1968, when Jackie was an infant, and  did not  not really know Joe. He was part of the 606th Special Ops Squadron, he flew the C-123K.
I am writing you today to see if you would send this letter out to the squad/s and see if they would be so kind as to write done some thoughts/memory of Joe, the funnier the better. This I will present to Jackie so she will have some form of memory of him, that she can share with her children. They may reply to my email -- stinsont@us.ibm.com or Timothy Stinson 14 Cameli Dr Wappingers Falls, NY 12590.  Thank You, Tim Stinson

KENNY LANXTON,   william.k.lanxton@valenite.com , 361st TEWS   1967-1968
I was wondering if anyone who was stationed at NHA TRANG in 1968, would have any information on the Rocket attack on the base in March 1968. I have photos of the remains of the aircraft we lost, but NO exact dates of that month, or any proven documentation. I was hit by shrapnel and have to have more documentation of this attack. I was also on the flight line, and was helping in loading Agent Orange on the spray birds at times(C-123). I also helped load personnel onto C-130's killed in the field. About 2 times They were in transit out of Nha Trang. I can't prove this. If anyone would have any information or know where I could find this I would be grateful to their comments. THANK YOU in advance 


               
                   
 U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. (AFNS) -- U.S. Air Force Academy officials here integrated unmanned aircraft systems into the school's curriculum. 

"The Air Force has made unmanned aircraft systems a priority for our service, and the value of these capabilities is evidenced on a daily basis in Iraq and Afghanistan," said Lt. Gen. Michael C. Gould, the Academy superintendent. 

"So it is only fitting that our cadets have a keen understanding of this vital piece of our national security," he said. 

He added the Academy's UAS program is designed to educate cadets and interest them to serve as UAS leaders after graduation. 

Training on the two Viking 300 UAS' is being held Camp Red Devil at Fort Carson, Colo., and is included in the Academy's UAS and Intelligences Surveillance and Reconnaissance Education Program. 

Eugene D. Rossel

Tel/Fax 909-591-5710

E-mail aircommando1@earthlink.net
Web site
http://home.earthlink.net/~aircommando1/  



http://www.specialoperations.net 

    



   

               

 
 
 

 



 



